20                                  RELIGIOUS CONDITION.

charity, kindness to relations and friends, obedience
to parents, mercy towards ail animals and reverence to*
wards Brtthmans and Srinaans are among the precepts
taught in them,

Buddhism as it spreau amongst the people, did not
Later   Buddhism 'suPersed*   th*ir   c<*rsc superstitions

an essentially aon-   but was simply engrafted on   them*
Aryan formof faith.    t     x   .,,.,,                ,    ,

Its tacit disregard of caste made it

highly acceptable to the Scythians or Turanians of
the North who looked upon that institution with
aversion. They professed Buddhism but retained their
vulgar superstitions. The consequence was- that the
noble system of Gautama, which as propounded by him
embodied some of the noblest results of Aryan culture
and Aryan thought in India, began soon after the reign
of Asoka to be transformed into some of the grossest
forms of Scythian idolatry. In Tibet it was deformed
into Lamatsm "a religion not only in many points
different from, but actually antagonistic to the primitive
system of Buddhism," An infinity of absurd legends
gathered round the Buddha. His image and relics were
devoutly worshipped. Bat the inborn Turanian love for
idolatry did not stop with the worship of the Buddha.
A host of other 'deities were created, and & debasing
belief in charms and incantations, which had been the
special object of Gamma's scorn, began to grow
vigorously.